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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
THE LEIDEN CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF ANCIENT RELIGIONS       organised by  

The H. S. Versnel Memorial Lecture  //   

David Frankfurter | Boston 
“The Materiality of Evil” 
14 December 2026, 19h30 
Venue: Tempelzaal, Rijksmuseum van Oudheden 

December 14–16, 2026 

 &
Organizers  //   

Kim Beerden 
Patricia Kret 
Rafal Matuszewski 
Miguel John Versluys

Sponsors  //   

Leiden, The Netherlands 

     the materiality of danger
ancient religions

Speakers  //   

Jessica Lamont | Yale  
Hannah Smagh | Penn State 
Christel Veen | Nijmegen 
Athanassia Zografou | Ioannina 
Rebecca Van Hove | Groningen 
Maria Patera | Volos  
Michiel van Veldhuizen | UNC Greensboro  
 

Marco Vespa | Toulouse 
Celia Sánchez Natalías | Zaragoza 
Juraj Franek | Prague 
Bernadette Descharmes | Mannheim 
Jenny Wallensten | Swedish Institute, Athens  
Michael Kerschner | Vienna/Leiden  
Pelayo Huerta Segovia | Santiago de Compostela 

Leiden Center for the Study  
of Ancient Religions

Conference venue  //   

Institute for History 
(Johan Huizinga Building)  
Doelensteeg 16 • Leiden • 
Conference room (2.60) 

Programme  //  

  
 


